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CITY OF SUMTER’S MAYOR MCELVEEN WILL NOT SEEK REELECTION IN 2020

Sumter, SC (January 25, 2020) - After twenty years in office, Sumter’s mayor has decided not to
seek re-election. Mayor Joseph T. McElveen, Jr. announced today that he will not seek re-
election following the completion of his current term. Elected in 2000, he is Sumter’s longest-
serving mayor. “Having the opportunity to serve the community and people | love has been a
most rewarding experience,” stated McElveen.

His tenure as mayor caps a lifetime dedicated to public service, including ten years in the South
Carolina House of Representatives, where he also served a term as Majority Leader and chaired
a variety of committees. Prior to being elected mayor, McElveen served as a member of Sumter
City Council from 1984 to 1986.

The two decades of McElveen’s tenure have seen great changes take place in the community
since the dawn of the new millennium. Under his leadership, Sumter has established itself as a
progressive city that takes a proactive role in growth and quality of life initiatives, as shown
through numerous accomplishments, including:

e Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification in new construction and
renovations to public buildings, promoting sustainability in construction and operations;

e Construction of three HOPE (Harvest Opportunity and Promoting Empowerment) Centers in
federally-designated “empowerment zones,” bringing community programs and
opportunities to these areas;

e The rebirth of Sumter’s historic downtown and the Sumter Opera House as a center for
entertainment;

e Expanded sports and recreational opportunities, with the City of Sumter Aquatics Center
and Palmetto Tennis Center becoming widely known and respected competition venues.
The award-winning Palmetto Tennis Center hosts several major tournaments and generates
millions of dollars per year in tourism revenue;

e Improvements to many city parks, including a revitalized Memorial Park, a completely
rebuilt and upgraded Palmetto Park, and construction of North HOPE, Birnie, and Crosswell
parks. The city’s flagship park, Swan Lake Iris Gardens, has been continuously improved and
boasts many added features, including important sculptures throughout with the latest,
Grainger McKoy’s Seven Swans, scheduled for unveiling in February 2020;

e Sumter has experienced a 22.5% decrease in vacant properties and the PRIDE program has
partnered with 564 property owners to clean up blighted properties;

e Upgrades to public safety systems, including a new Public Safety Complex and 911 system,
and receipt of a Class 1 I1SO rating by the Sumter Fire Department;



e Sumter’s recognition as a Top 20 finalist in the 2019 All-America City competition hosted by
the National Civic League, and more than 65 additional local, state and national awards;
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Sierra Club, Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce and the SC Bar Association. He has also
served in leadership roles for the Sumter Legislative Delegation, US Conference of Mayors,
Veterans Affairs Task Force, and during his term as mayor, president of the Municipal
Association of South Carolina.

Joe McElveen has been married for 43 years to the former Kathryn Watson. They have two
children, SC Senator Thomas McElveen (Bronwyn) and Kate Price (Nick), and two grandchildren
Adelaide (6) and Joe (2) McElveen. The McElveens are members of First Presbyterian Church in
Sumter, where he has served as deacon, elder, and Sunday school teacher.

“We are blessed to live in a wonderful community,” McElveen says. “We have so much to be
proud of, but nothing more than our citizens. | know it is they who have given me the
opportunity to lead our city. Nothing happens without their support. They are the judges of
how our city is doing,” stated McElveen. “As | leave public office, | hope that our citizens believe
that Sumter has made progress during the time they have allowed me to be their mayor.”

For more information on the City of Sumter, visit www.sumtersc.gov.
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